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Executive Summary

This is the people’s Foreign Policy White Paper, developed by over
10,000 people through online submissions and public workshops.
It is a statement of the people’s priorities and a framework for how
Australia and our Government should engage with the world.
The paper calls for action on poverty, inequality and climate change
as core priorities. We believe that as a global citizen Australia can
make the world a safer and more prosperous place in which all can
flourish. No one in Australia or in our world should live in poverty
when we have the resources to ensure everyone can thrive.
At a time of major global threats and massive global humanitarian
need Australia should respond with compassion and advocate for
the rights of all humanity. We should promote peace, prosperity
and stability in our region and the world and play an independent,
progressive, and constructive role on the world stage, particularly to
advance action on these critical issues and the United Nations 2030
Sustainable Development Goals.
We want to see our Government reflect the true values of
Australians by prioritising current global challenges and give a
fair-go to the most disadvantaged by legislating an aid budget of
0.7% of Gross National Income.
The true character of a nation is defined by how it treats its most
disadvantaged and those facing injustice, both at home and abroad.
What sort of nation do we want to be?
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1. About One Humanity

One Humanity is a community of Australian aid and development
organisations, churches, community groups, businesses and citizens
who speak out for a world where all people, regardless of gender, race or
place of birth, can live a free, happy and healthy life. We support a global
approach to action on poverty, inequality and climate change and for an
Australia that is a compassionate global citizen helping to create a fair,
sustainable and peaceful world. We are one humanity.

2. Australia should be
a compassionate
global citizen and
champion peace,
prosperity and
security for all
humanity

As a compassionate global citizen Australia’s foreign policy agenda should
prioritise global challenges.
Major threats arising from prolonged conflict, corruption, natural
disasters, extreme weather, and rising nationalist and isolationist sentiment
threaten global peace, prosperity and stability. While these challenges
impact all nations they disproportionately impact the poor and vulnerable.
As a global citizen Australia has an important role to play in helping to
make the world a safe and more prosperous place in which all can flourish.
Through Australian aid we’ve helped millions of people adversely impacted
by poverty build a better and fairer future.
As a country surrounded by developing nations and fragile states
we have a long and proud history of helping people less fortunate than
ourselves. We have delivered real and tangible improvements to the lives of
children and families in developing nations through health, education, and
sanitation projects amongst many other important initiatives.
As a global citizen Australia should continue to defend human
rights, champion good governance, and the United Nations (UN) 2030
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). As well as maintain consistency
with domestic policies on achieving the 2030 SDG Agenda.
Australia should both strengthen and uphold these global agreements
and play an ongoing leadership role in our region. Doing so will advance
Australia’s reputation as a compassionate global citizen and expand our
influence in the international community.

3. Australian values
should guide our
foreign policy
agenda

Australia’s role in promoting peace, prosperity, and stability in our region
and the world should be underpinned by our values as a nation. These
are the values that resonate with Australians and should guide our foreign
policy agenda:
• We are inherently compassionate and generous and believe in
giving all people everywhere a fair go. Australian aid has helped
millions of people impacted by poverty and inequality, to access
a good education, quality healthcare, security and sustainable
employment.
• We are outward facing and involved in global affairs. As a global
citizen we will continue to help make the world a safer and more
prosperous place in which all can flourish.
• We have long been a voice for social justice and the rights and
dignity of minorities including girls and women, people with
disability and gender identity.

•

•
•
•

We proudly advocate for our brand of equality, egalitarianism, and
multiculturalism. We want to uphold our reputation of being a good
neighbour willing to contribute its fair share in overseas aid and
offer protection to refugees.
We understand that our success as a nation is intimately linked to
advocating for equality and the rights of all humanity, who have an
equal right under international law.
We believe that governments and businesses should act with
integrity and transparency and put the health and wellbeing of
people and planet at the heart of what they do.
We know that the greatest challenge facing our planet is climate
change that can only be overcome through concerted international
cooperation. We are custodians of nature and must look after it for
the benefit of future generations.

“For me, nothing speaks louder about a leader’s
character or a country’s than how it treats the
most disadvantaged and vulnerable – both at
home and abroad.”
Tim Costello, World Vision Chief Advocate.

Eton village, Efate Island, Vanuatu.
Wolda Edward, 52, helps cleaning his neighbour’s
house yard. Eton was hit by Cyclone Pam.
Credit: Vlad Sokhin, Panos, OxfamAUS
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Australia’s role as a compassionate global citizen will be best
serviced by addressing three key strategic priorities, particularly
through the delivery of its overseas aid programs.

1. Reduce Poverty, with
a focus on peace and
human security

The Australian Government should assist people impacted by poverty and
inequality by adopting a human security approach and championing peace
and security in our region.
Today, 800 million people live in extreme poverty with limited
opportunity to an education, basic sanitation, food and clean water,
healthcare, and a home. Combined with the challenges of unemployment,
corruption, crime, disease and insecurity people impacted by poverty and
inequality face significant barriers to living a long, healthy, dignified life and
enjoying a decent standard of living.
Conflict, instability, natural disasters and weather-related tragedies
further exacerbate poverty and inequality. During times of war and
environmental disasters, like floods or storms, a nation’s economy,
infrastructure and industry are often severely damaged. Out of necessity
many people are forced to flee their homes. Today 65 million people are
forcibly displaced, contributing to a growing humanitarian crisis. This is
now a crisis at a level not seen since World War II.
To address these challenges the Australian Government should
adopt a human security approach. This approach addresses the root
causes of poverty and inequality on people’s daily survival, livelihood and
dignity. It provides a framework to clarify how diverse priorities ranging
from food, health, education and employment to peace and stability and
environmental sustainability interact. A human security approach routed
in freedom from fear, freedom from want and freedom to live in dignity will
help to address the challenges that stem from poverty, conflict, human
rights violations, and climate change.
An overseas aid program that is focused on human rights and human
security will help to address the root causes of poverty and displacement.
Fairer World Actions:
i.
ii.

2. Address the root
causes of inequality,
by reducing
economic and
gender inequality

Legislate an aid budget of 0.7% of Gross National Income.
Increase Australia’s humanitarian intake to 42,000 by 2023/24.

The Australian Government should address structural barriers to economic
and gender based inequality and growth as a core priority of its overseas
aid programs.

A. Reduce economic
inequality

Over the past 30 years the number of people living in extreme poverty has
more than halved, the sharpest decline in human history. But despite these
impressive gains economic inequality is on the rise.
While the incomes of the poorest are decreasing the incomes of the
richest one per cent in the world have increased significantly. The richest
one per cent now own about 40 per cent of the world’s assets, while the
bottom half own no more than one per cent. In 2017, 8 billionaires own the
same amount of wealth as the poorest half of the world – 3.6 billion people.
Left unchecked the disparity between the rich and the poor is likely to
become further entrenched and unalterable and corrode democracy as the
wealthiest few exercise a disproportionate effect on the political process.
The Australian Government should address the root causes of economic
inequality and champion a better standard of life for all.
Priority issues for the Australian Government include:
Tackle tax cheats. International corporations that cheat the tax system
have resulted in billions of dollars of lost revenue for developing countries.
This revenue could be spent on services such as quality schools, healthcare
facilities, availability of food and clean water, improved sanitation and other
public services. These services would help to reduce poverty and increase
the quality and dignity of people’s lives.
Advocate for improved working conditions, a decent living wage, and
promote safety at work. We live in a globalised world with a globalised
marketplace with goods, services and money moving freely across borders.
While this globalised system creates employment opportunities for people
in the developing world, many caught in the supply chain are not paid a
fair wage and work in conditions that put their safety and wellbeing at risk.
The health and wellbeing of people and planet must be at the heart of the
global market system.
Champion greater corporate and government transparency and
accountability. The practises of international businesses and governments
impact the lives of millions of people across our region and world. These
businesses and governments have the potential to drive economic
development through investment in employment, business creation,
innovation and knowledge transfer, but how they do so can also plunge
marginalised people further into poverty. It is critical that businesses and
governments respect the rights of local communities and their workers
including children, women, and people with disability, operate in a
transparent, ethical and accountable way, and demonstrate respect for
the environment.
Australia must continue to open its markets and work with emerging
economies in our region, but also uphold and champion international
standards that promote the wellbeing of people and planet. The
integration of the global economy means that the prospects of all nations,
developed and developing are intimately linked. Global trade can be a
powerful mechanism that enables developing countries to grow their
economies, reduce poverty and improve opportunities. However, increased
competition often leads to a lowering of environmental standards and rising
inequality amongst the labour force. If robust international standards exist,
there is great potential to improve human and environmental wellbeing.
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B. Reduce gender
inequality

Gender inequality is the most fundamental obstacle to eradicating poverty
and inequality. Seventy per cent of the 1.2 billion people who live in
extreme poverty worldwide are women and girls. They systematically face
exclusion, discrimination, violence and other forms of inequality, which
significantly diminishes their potential to realise their rights and contribute
to economic growth, development, peace and security. However, when
empowered women and girls can become active and profound agents for
change within their families and communities.
The Australian Government has made a number of strong commitments
that demonstrate its leadership in driving global empowerment of women
and girls. This includes establishing an Australian Ambassador for Women
and Girls and its bold commitment that 80 per cent of development
programs are required to effectively address gender equality and women’s
empowerment, however more needs to be done.
As a recognised global leader on gender equality Australia has an important
role to play in addressing the challenges of rising gender based inequality.
Priority issues for the Australian Government include:
End gender based violence, and strengthen women’s rights. Around 1
in 10 (120 million) girls and women worldwide have experienced sexual
violence at some point in their lives, and many experience legal, financial
and institutional barriers. We should end all forms of gender discrimination
and violence by ensuring access to sexual and reproductive health
and rights, championing equal rights to economic resources, access to
ownership and control over land and other forms of property, financial

Economic independence
Credit: Richard Wainwright, Caritas

services, inheritance and natural resources. Action is also needed to
prevent and respond to the increasing trade in human trafficking and
sexual exploitation.
Empower women through education and improve economic
opportunities. More than 34 million girls have not received a secondary
education, limiting their employment opportunities. In addition, women
and girls often bear the responsibility of caring for children, the elderly and
the sick, spending many hours a day on unpaid care work. When they do
receive a wage, they earn on average 60-75% of men’s wages (worldwide
average). Women’s unpaid work needs to be recognised and valued
together with their right to an education and fair and equal pay.
Champion women’s participation at all levels of society. We must
ensure women’s equal representation and leadership at all levels of
decision-making and increase their representation in peacekeeping and the
security initiatives. Their participation is paramount if we are to strengthen
and empower women and girls affected by conflict, humanitarian crises
and displacement. When women participate in decision making processes
their specific needs can be addressed and the threat of discrimination,
harassment, assault, rape and disease can be mitigated.
Address the specific risks women face due to climate change. Due
to existing gender inequalities women and girls face increased risks and
are often overlooked in the global response to climate change. Managing
women’s sanitation needs, collecting and carrying water, and the burden of
caring for children and the elderly are just some of the specific challenges
women and girls face. These challenges are exacerbated by climate
change, political instability, global migration and a growing humanitarian
crisis and need to be addressed.
Fairer World Actions:
i.

ii.
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Legislate the publication of country-by-country reporting from
all multinational corporations of their incomes, employees, profit
earned, and taxes paid in every country in which they operate.
Ensure big corporates in Australia pay their fair share of taxes, and
Australian corporates operating overseas pay their fair share of
taxes and pay working people a fair wage.
The Australian Government should meet and maintain its
target of 80% of aid and development investments effectively
addressing gender issues (gender equality and women’s rights and
empowerment). The Government should strengthen mechanisms to
achieve and assess the effectiveness of this investment, including
by increasing the proportion of investments that are subject to
gender equality accountability/aid quality checks and strengthening
initial and ongoing quality check processes for humanitarian
investments. Additionally, set further targets that 10% of aid
expenditure is on investments which have gender equality as their
principal objective, and 4% of aid expenditure targeting women’s
equality organisations and institutions by 2025.
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3. Fix Climate Change,
tackle environmental
challenges and
the resulting
global migration
and growing
humanitarian crisis

Australia faces new and unprecedented challenges to its peace, prosperity,
and stability. At the core of many of these challenges is the health of our
planet, which is fast becoming the greatest threat to a peaceful and secure
world. Climate change is a global challenge and requires a global response.
The Australian Government should uphold the 2030 SDG Agenda and
Paris Agreement on Climate Change and do its fair share to mitigate
domestic and international environmental risks.
Priority issues for the Australian Government include:
Fix climate change. Climate change affects all nations and is responsible
for the catastrophic effects of extreme weather events, to climate related
forced migration, increased civil conflict, failed food systems and disease,
and rising temperatures. According to the World Bank, failure to act on
climate change could mean that a child born today may not be able to
inhabit our earth by the time they turn 83 (the end of this century). But if
we act now, we can leave our children a healthy planet.
Under the Parish Agreement, all countries have committed to limit
warming to well below 2C, and to strive to limit temperatures to 1.5C. This
is a matter of survival for many vulnerable nations. But Australia’s current
actions fall well short of what is required to help achieve these goals and
risk catastrophic consequences, including:
• Rising sea levels that will threaten the homes of over 1 billion
people worldwide, including entire nations in the Pacific region
• An extra 50 million people will face hunger by 2050
• An increase in the spread of infectious diseases and pandemics
• An extra 100 million people may be pushed into extreme poverty
by 2030
Global migration and a growing humanitarian crisis. Failure to act on
climate change will have global implications and the impact on vulnerable
communities will be widespread and devastating unless nations, such as
Australia, act fast.
In our region Pacific Island nations will be among the most impacted by
rising sea levels and will see a decrease to crop yields, a depletion of fish
stocks, flooding and erosion that will threaten households and livelihoods.
Failure to act will also come with serious implications for global security
and have widespread humanitarian implications leading to climate-related
forced migration of people from their traditional homelands.
Climate change will worsen water stress in many parts of the world
and increase tensions where water resources are shared between
different countries. Food security will be undermined, potentially causing
famine and mass migration to host nations ill-equipped to handle the
humanitarian needs, causing increased tensions between displaced
people and host nation. All of these conditions may foster conflict and
radicalisation that destabilises nations and religions, with widespread
security implications.
A climate action roadmap. Together the 2030 SDG Agenda and Paris
Agreement on Climate Change provide a clear roadmap for Australia
to play a key role as a champion and leader for global sustainable
development and climate action.
The prosperity, stability and security of our region and the world will be
best advanced through genuine, consistent, and concerted efforts to tackle

the threat of climate change and environmental destruction, and promote
sustainable development and inclusive growth around the world. For the
health and safety of all people and our planet Australia must scale up its
support for climate action, particularly in our region.
Fairer World Actions:
i.
ii.

Meet emissions targets to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius, and ban new coal and gas mines in Australia.
Contribute our fair share (2.4%) of the promised US $100 billion a
year to support developing countries with confronting the climate
crisis, including through the Green Climate Fund.

“Saving our planet, lifting people out of poverty,
advancing economic growth... these are one
and the same fight. We must connect the dots
between climate change, water scarcity, energy
shortages, global health, food security and women’s
empowerment. Solutions to one problem must be
solutions for all.”
Ban Ki-moon, Former UN General Secretary.

Joygun Islam at work in her chilli field,
Bangladesh.
Credit: Rachel Corner, Oxfam
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